XVII
THE MUROMACHI ERA—
AND ITS AFTERMATH (1392-1603)
To have mastered the five classics is no sure road to amiability.
GENJI MONAGATARI,
I
the era takes its name from a section of the city of
Kyoto in which the Ashikaga Shoguns lived much more
magnificent and less ineffective lives than the emperors.
'Ostensibly a contest between two rival courts, essentially
it was a phase of redistribution of feudal privilege. . . .
For more than sixty years the whole country was wasted
by struggles between feudal barons «., striving to satisfy
personal ambitions', says Sansom, who points out that the
Ashikaga had to bargain with these 'war-lords' for sup-
port, and that the centralized government of Kamakura
gave place to a shadowy authority, loyalties being narrow
and local if they were intense and often chivalrous.
The first Shogun, Takauji, and the second, Yoshialdra,
spent their time in ceaseless struggles with their nominal
vassals, and from 1336, when they moved to Kyoto, to
1392, when the long dispute as to the royal succession
ended, the Shogunate was a pale copy of that of Kamakura.
The Ashikaga were no match for their vigorous predeces-
sors, and theirs is an age not only of anarchy but of luxury,
vice, and degeneration.
It is the fashion to sentimentalize about Bushido, largely
because it was robust and austere in an age of effeminacy:
it is hard to justify the lives of most of the Bushi by this or
any other moral code; and the last century of Ashikaga
rule, like the first, was made a farce by their lawlessness
and greed rather than redeemed by their discipline and
detachment. Yet the fourteenth century saw a growing
cultural influence as these men of war came under Kyoto's
spell, and were somewhat refined by Chinese studies and
tamed by Zen. 'The successful warriors, while treating the

